Which involuntary admissions are revoked by mental health tribunals? A report from the Dublin Involuntary Admission Study (DIAS).
Little is known about which involuntary psychiatry patients are likely to have their involuntary admission orders revoked by mental health tribunals or review boards and which are not. We studied 2940 admissions, of which 423 (14.4%) were involuntary, at three adult psychiatry units covering a population of 552,019 people in Dublin. A majority of involuntary admission orders were revoked by psychiatrists (94.6%) rather than tribunals (3.0%). Revocation by tribunal was associated with older age and a diagnosis of schizophrenia. More detailed information about the conduct and outcome of tribunals is needed to better protect the rights of the mentally ill.